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Nicole Pisco set out to build her 
dream house when she designed this 
Palo Alto, Calif., home. ‘The only way 
to build a house with five bedrooms 
and five baths on this lot was to go 
down. It’s a reverse floor plan. The 
bedrooms and family room are 
subterranean. My next challenge was 
how to make that space feel amazing,’ 
she says. 

Palo Alto Home 
With Subterranean 
Bedrooms
April 25, 2018

The owner of this newly 
built home in Palo Alto, 
Calif., was going for a Soho 
vibe. The home has a 
‘reverse floorplan,’ with the 
subterranean bedrooms 
and a family room.

— Sarah Tilton

Ms. Pisco chose floors with a medium-
brown finish and gray undertones so 
as not to show the wear and tear from 
children and two black Labradors. 
‘In my last house I had very dark 
floors thinking you wouldn’t be able 
to see if they shed but you saw every 
footprint—children and dogs,’ she 
says.

Ms. Pisco had spent four months 
looking for the right piece of property. 
‘I really wanted to be downtown. 
It’s amazing here. It’s the center of 
everything,’ she says. In 2014 she paid 
$2.22 million for the lot and an older 
bungalow that she later tore down. 
She then spent approximately $2.5 
million and three years designing and 
building her new 3,416-square-foot 
home.

The second family room, shown here, 
is on the lower level. A large light-well 
with a green wall lets in natural light. 
‘I needed to make the lower level not 
feel like the lower level,’ she says. She 
knew she’d succeeded when they 
moved in and her children complained 
there was a glare on the television, 
she says.

‘I wanted it to look like a Soho loft. 
It’s a combination of aesthetics and 
utility,’ says Ms. Pisco. She chose 
black for the kitchen cabinets. ‘I 
wanted it to look and feel like a bistro,’ 
she says.
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Ms. Pisco’s office is at the front of 
the house. ‘I sit here and watch every 
tech startup entrepreneur walk back 
and forth all day. I’ve been tempted 
when I’m having a problem with my 
computer to just open the window and 
ask someone [for help],’ she says. Ms. 
Pisco likes whimsical touches so she 
created a secret passage in the back 
of the office closet that connects to 
back the hall closet. ‘I want my house 
to be beautiful, but I like fun features,’ 
she says.

Even though the house was just 
finished, Ms. Pisco is selling to move 
to the East Coast, where her children 
have decided to go to school.

The home has five bedrooms and five 
baths. French doors in the living room 
lead to the ground-floor bedroom, 
shown here. This room has steel-
frame windows to give it ‘that Soho 
loft look,’ says Ms. Pisco. ‘The interior 
is more contemporary than the 
exterior,’ she says.

There’s a light-well behind the 
headboard in her son’s room. ‘It gets 
the afternoon sun,’ she says. The 
home has an asking price of $6.7 
million. Rachel King of Golden Gate 
Sotheby’s International Realty has the 
listing.

The master suite is on the lower level 
and has a spiral staircase going up to 
the office on the first level. ‘I’m going 
to miss that feature so much—I don’t 
have to walk through the whole house 
to get to the front door,’ she says, 
adding that the downstairs bedrooms 
have 10½-foot ceilings. A skylight over 
the stairwell lets in natural light.

‘I wanted it to look like a museum, 
but I didn’t want to feel like we 
were living in a museum,’ she says. 
Ms. Pisco is a tech and real-estate 
investor. Her favorite memories of the 
home include Sunday brunches and 
entertaining.


